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Legacy West food hall brews up excitement 


MOVIES: New ‘Star Wars’ shines over time DINING: Vivid Mediterranean flavors at Sachet 
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SPORTSDAY 


‘It’s looking like’ 
Dirk’s coming back 


Despite the Dallas 
Mavericks’ struggles this 
season, Dirk Nowitzki said 
Thursday that “it’s looking 
like” he’ll be back to play 
next year. 1C 


BUSINESS 


Baylor Garland 
closing in March 


Baylor Garland hospi- 

tal will close in March 
because of declining 
inpatient volumes, affect- 
ing 711 employees, the 
hospital system said. 1D 


Obamacare deadline 
arrives today 


The deadline to shop for 
a health insurance plan on 
the federal marketplace 

is today. Thirty percent 
more Texans have pur- 
chased plans than at this 
time a year ago. 1D 


Clock’s ticking on 
holiday shipping 
Deadlines for shipping 
packages in time for 
Christmas are nearing; 
look inside for the infor- 
mation you need to get 
the task done. 3A 


METRO & STATE 


GOP feud simmers 
over 718 Texas races 


Competing Republican 
factions in the Texas 
House — tea party-aligned 
critics of Speaker Joe 
Straus, and the retiring 
speaker’s more traditional 
followers — both claim to 
have gotten the jump on 
next year’s races. 1B 
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Roadblock on LBJ 


David Woo/Staff Photographer 


The LBJ Freeway expansion from Central Expressway to Interstate 30 was to have included both free and tolled 
lanes, with the tolls paying off the debt. But the state has ruled out tolls. So: How to pay for the project? 


With tolled lanes nixed, state cuts expansion from its 2018 plan 


By RAY LESZCYNSKI 
Staff Writer 
rleszcynski@dallasnews.com 


The Texas Transportation Commis- 
sion voted unanimously Thursday to 
eliminate a $1.8 billion rebuild and ex- 
pansion of Interstate 635 East from the 
state’s 2018 plan. 

By taking I-635 East — the No. 1 proj- 
ect on regional planners’ list — and Aus- 
tin’s Interstate 35 project off the table, the 
state commission accomplished its task of 
scrubbing all tolled projects from its Uni- 
fied Transportation Program. 

The 10.8 miles of freeway in Dallas, 
Garland and Mesquite was to have in- 
cluded both free and managed lanes, 
with tolls on the managed lanes used 
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to pay back the project’s debt. But Gov. 
Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
told commissioners last month that toll 


roads were no longer an option. 

“It’s pure politics,’ Garland Mayor 
Douglas Athas told the Regional Trans- 
portation Commission during its meet- 
ing Thursday in Arlington. “A few peo- 
ple financed by a few people are holding 
up things across the state over and over 
and over again. And I don’t know when 
were going to get tired of that.” 

The RTC said it would send a 
delegation to the Texas Transportation 
Commission’s January meeting to 
emphasize the need for the expansion of 
1-635, also known as LBJ Freeway, and 
to present managed lanes as a successful 
tool for mobility in North Texas. 


See LBJ Page 7A 


FCC 


reverses 
internet 


rules 


Dismantled regulations 
give companies power 
over online experience 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — The 
Federal Communications 
Commission voted Thursday 
to dismantle rules regulat- 
ing the businesses that con- 
nect consumers to the inter- 
net, granting 


broadband 
companies 
the power 
to reshape 
Americans’ 
online expe- 
AJIT PAI riences. 
said the The agen- 
internet can cy scrapped 
go further the so-called 
without “the net neutral- 
heavy hand ity regula- 
of govern- tions, which 
ment.” prohibited 
broadband 


providers from blocking web- 
sites or charging for higher- 
quality service or certain con- 
tent. The federal government 
will also no longer regulate 
high-speed internet delivery 
as if it were a utility such as 
phone service. 

The action reversed the 
agency's 2015 decision, during 
the Obama administration, to 
have stronger oversight over 


See FCC Page 3A 


Tyler Hicks/The New York Times 
One wildfire in Alberta, Canada, last year forced mass 
evacuations and destroyed 2,400 homes. 


CLIMATE CHANGE 


Calamities tied to warming 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


Extreme weather left its mark 
across the planet in 2016, the 
hottest year in recorded history. 
Record heat baked Asia and the 
Arctic. Droughts gripped Brazil 
and southern Africa. The Great 
Barrier Reef suffered its worst 
bleaching event in memory, kill- 
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Scientists find link in ing large swaths of coral. 

Now, climate scientists are 
extreme weather events starting to tease out which of last 
worldwide in 2016 year’s calamities can, and can't, 

be linked to global warming. 


In anew collection of papers 
published Wednesday in the 
Bulletin of the American Me- 
teorological Society, researchers 
around the world analyzed 27 
extreme weather events from 
2016 and found that human- 
caused climate change was a 
“significant driver” for 21 of 
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them. The effort is part of the 
growing field of climate change 
attribution, which explores con- 
nections between warming and 
weather events that have already 
happened. 

To judge whether global 
warming made a particular ex- 
treme weather event more like- 
ly to occur, scientists typically 
compare data from the real 
world, where rising greenhouse 


See WEATHER Page 13A 


